Understanding Pedophilia
with Dr. James Cantor
Many people believe there isn’t that much to know about Pedophilia or that it is too sensitive of a topic to discuss with others. This podcast attempts to challenge the pedophilia/child molester grouping, shed light on what the science is telling us about Pedophilia, and how we can, as a society minimise the possibility of sexual assaults against children. Did this podcast alter your stance on this issue?
In this activity, you will go through several questions designed to investigate how the podcast expanded your awareness regarding this area and what you will take from it.
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__30j0zll]QUOTE TO REMEMBER
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__1fob9te]“Pedophilia is not a synonym for child molestation. Pedophilia is a sexual orientation pattern. Not all pedophiles are child molesters. Just because someone is a pedophile does not mean that they are a child molester”
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__8axoe9elbxp4]I.         Questioning what we thought we knew 
Dr. James Cantor begins our discussion emphasising that there is a clear distinction between what constitutes a pedophile and a child molester. He explains that extensive brain scans show that pedophilia is a sexual orientation developed pre-birth. A person who has this orientation is not a child molester. 
a.    Has this information surprised you? Is it hard for you to believe? Why do you think we understand ‘pedophile’ and ‘child molester’ as synonyms? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__xb741l11x5j]II.         Having Difficult Conversations
Dr. Cantor believes a big problem in our overarching culture is a reluctance or inability to have difficult conversations. He says that we don’t have any role models displaying the ability to have tough discussions.  
Do you agree? Why do you think so? Can you remember the last time you had a conversation about a controversial or difficult topic with colleagues/friends/family members? Did you fear saying something that might be considered inconsiderate? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__lsyzg6nu24cx]III.         The reality for many Pedophiles 
Dr. Cantor noted that the majority of the pedophiles he sees as a therapist do not struggle controlling their urge to act on their attraction to children. He explains the most common difficulty they experience is a lack of connection. Many feel depressed and anxious because they can’t be honest to the people around them for fear of being out-casted.
a.     Does this make you feel differently about pedophiles? How would you respond if someone close to you admitted they had this orientation but will never act on it?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b.     How do you feel about Dr. Cantor’s recommendations to reduce the risk of child molestation? Do you foresee a society whereby we can accept non-offending pedophiles? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: m_-7349273372095566242__3znysh7]What You Will Learn from The Activity
We started this project to encourage difficult conversations that many of us struggle with. This episode is undoubtedly a tremendously sensitive topic but we hope that you have learned a more about this area from one of the experts in the field. We all want to reduce the possibility of sexual assault on children and we believe Dr. James Cantor understands more than most about how this is possible. Hopefully this podcast will continue the progression of this area with your help. We invite you to explore what you heard today with people who might be interested in learning more about pedophilia. We also invite you to continue having difficult yet important conversations that help us make progress as a society. 

